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ever. There will be many new national and imperial
problems clamouring to be faced. The intellectual ferment
which has had its source in the war will remain at work to
widen the mental outlook and.deepen the social conscious-
ness. On the whole, it will probably be true to say that,
though circumstances may postpone it, there will sooner or
later arise a great movement pledged to cleanse our national
life of those features which bar the way to human freedom
and happiness.
It also seems undeniable that the deep interest taken
by large numbers of people in the war will rouse them to a
sense of the importance of problems of government and of
foreign policy. The working men's committees on foreign
affairs of half a century ago, which have left no trace
behind them, may be revived in a new form, and the differ-
entiation of economic and social questions from political
and foreign problems may be obliterated. The importance
of the gradually widening area of vision among the more
thoughtful section of the people can hardly be exaggerated.
In no respect is the broadening of outlook more discernible
than in the sphere of imperial affairs. Hitherto the Empire
to the working man has been regarded as almost mythical.
In so far as it did exist, it was conceived as a happy hunting
ground for the capitalist exploiter. The spontaneous
assistance given to the mother country by the colonies and
dependencies has convinced him of the reality of the Empire,
and vaguely inspired him with a vision of its possibilities
as a federation of free commonwealths. In other words,
the British Empire, contrasted with that of Germany, is
gradually being recognised as standing for Democracy,
however imperfect its achievements may be up to the
present. Consequently, the return of peace will see a deeper
interest in imperial questions; indeed, it is not too much